
  

 

Biography 

Mediator and Arbitrator 

Court appointed mediator in the 14th 
Judicial District Court for Calcasieu 
Parish for Hurricane Laura and Delta 
Claims  

Court appointed mediator in the 29th 
Judicial District Court for the Parish of 
St. Charles and Orleans Civil District 
Court for Hurricane Ida Claims 

Distinguished Jurist Award for 2022 by 
the State of Louisiana Bar Foundation  

Served as trial court judge in Louisiana, 
Mississippi and Texas 

Served on the Fifth Circuit Court of 
Appeals by designation 

Recognitions 

Education 

Maritime 

Personal Injury 

Hurricane Claims 

Admiralty 

Big Truck Accidents  

Medical Malpractice Cases 

Traumatic Brain Injury Cases 

Class Action and Mass Tort Litigation 

Auto Accidents and Premises Liability 

Insurance Coverage 

Concentrations 

After more than two decades on the federal bench for the United States District Court 
for the Western District of Louisiana in Lafayette, Judge “Dicky” Haik retired and 
returned to private practice focusing on mediation services and court appointed special 
master work. He has mediated over 150 cases since joining the panel. Judge Haik 
serves as a neutral in the formal hurricane mediation program by appointment from the 
14th Judicial District Court Judges for the State of Louisiana, as well as the Orleans 
Civil District Court and 29th Judicial District Court. 

 

A native of Louisiana, Judge Haik attended the University of Southwestern 
Louisiana on a football scholarship and earned his bachelor's degree in 1972. He 
later graduated from Loyola University New Orleans College of Law with his Juris 
Doctorate in 1975. Haik served in the Louisiana Army National Guard from 1971 
to 1978 obtaining the rank of Captain and company commander of the New Iberia 
unit. He then served in the United States Army Reserves as a Captain from 1980 
to 1983. 
 
Haik was 34 years old when elected in 1984 as a state court judge for the 16th 
Judicial District, which includes Iberia, St. Martin and St. Mary Parishes. Six years 
later, in 1991, Judge Haik joined the federal court after being nominated by 
President George H.W. Bush. He was the chief judge of the court from 2002 to 
2009. He assumed senior status on March 6, 2015, and retired on January 15, 
2016. Judge Haik is Of Counsel with Morrow, Morrow, Ryan, Bassett & Haik, 
where he has the pleasure of practicing law with his son. 
 
Having served over thirty (30) years on the bench, Haik is uniquely qualified to 
serve as a mediator in all matters. He’s knowledgeable of the law and 
understanding of human nature, which makes him a very effective neutral. In his 
mediation work, he employs his judicial expertise to help parties achieve 
settlements in complex cases requiring delicate negotiation or in matters where 
settlement seems unlikely. 
 
Judge Haik is admitted to practice in U.S. District Courts for the Eastern, Middle 
and Western Districts of Louisiana. He served as a trial court judge in Louisiana, 
Mississippi and Texas and also served on the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals by 
designation. Judge Haik is a member of the Lafayette Parish Bar Association, St. 
Landry Parish Bar Association, Louisiana State Bar Association and Louisiana 
Association of Defense Counsel. He was recognized as a top lawyer by the 
Louisiana Super Lawyers® 2019. 

BS, University of Southwestern 
Louisiana (1972) 

JD, Loyola University New Orleans 
College of Law (1975) 

https://www.perrydampf.com/neutrals/richard-haik-sr 
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Richard "Dicky" Haik, Sr.  


